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Art Unit: 2451 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 2-21, 38-44, 60-63, 65-69, 71-76 and 82-98 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 
because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one of the four statutory- 
categories of invention. While the claims recite a scries of steps or acts to be performed, a 
statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must (1) be tied to particular machine, or (2) transform 
underlying subject matter (such as an article or material) to a different state or thing. See page 10 
of In Re Bilski 88 USPQ2d 1385. The instant claims are neither positively tied to a particular 
machine that accomplishes the claimed method steps nor transform underlying subject matter, 
and therefore do not qualify as a statutory process. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an internatioi lal application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 



4. Claims 4, 6-21, 38-44, 60-63, 65-69, 71-77, 81-85 and 87-98 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 7,401,098 to Baker. 
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As concerns claims 60, 77, 81 and 89 determining an online context of a user (col. 8, 
lines 46-48; col. 9, lines 1 5-20), the online context being one or more of a website currently 
accessed by the user, an Internet domain currently accessed by the user, a newsgroup currently 
accessed by the user, a message board currently accessed by the user (col. 8, lines 46-48), or a 
URL currently accessed by the user; determining an online context of the other users (col. 8, 
lines 46-48); storing trait information for the user (col. 3, line 63-col. 4, line 12); storing trait 
information for the other users (col. 3, line 63-col. 4, line 12); comparing the online context of 
the user to the online context of the other users and the stored trait information for the user to the 
stored trait information for the other users (fig. 3: col. 7. lines 2-12); based on the comparison, 
identifying a group of the other users sharing the online context (fig. 3) of the user and at least 
one trait with the user (fig. 3), the number of users in the group of the other users being less than 
the number of the other users (col. 4, lines 25-30); and causing presentation to the user of an 
indicator that identifies at least one user as a member of the group of the other users sharing the 
online context of the user and the at least one trait with the user (fig. 3; col. 4, lines 55-60-page 
and display logged in to chat). 

As concerns claims 84 and 98, determining an online context of a first user (fig 3; col. 8, 
lines 46-48); determining an online context of a second user (fig 3; col. 8, lines 46-48); storing a 
buddy list for the first user (col. 3, lines 54-61- "friends" list); determining that the online context 
of the second user matches the online context of the first user (fig. 3) and that the second user is 
a member of the buddy list of the first user (fig. 3); and based on the determination that the 
online context of the second user matches the online context of the first user and that the second 
user is a member of the buddy list of the first user, causing presentation to the first user of an 
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identifier that identifies the second user as having the same online context of the first user (fig. 
3). 

As concerns claims 4, 85 and 90, determining a message board currently accessed (col. 8, 
lines 46-48-chat room). 

As concerns claim 6, determining where the user is presently focused (col. 8, lines 46-48- 
chat room by topic). 

As concerns claim 7, identifying group of users sharing context and the at least one trait 
(fig. 3) and identifying users who enter and leave (fig. 3; col. 4, lines 55-60-page and display 
logged in to chat). 

As concerns claims 8, 61 and 91, an age of the users (fig. 3; 124). 

As concerns claims 9 and 62, a demographic (122). 

As concerns claims 10, 68 and 82, an expertise rating (fig. 3,120; fig. 2, IQ). 
As concerns claims 1 1 and 66, an interest (fig. 2, party). 

As concerns claims 12, 13 and 14, a participation status comprises a visibility preference 
(fig. 2, status). 

As concerns claims 15 and 67, trait information of an associate (fig. 3, trait info of 
"friends/buddys"). 

As concerns claims 16 and 17, an online status (fig. 2, status) of active ( "I'm available"). 
As concerns claim 18, storing other information (col. 12, lines 5-15). 
As concerns claim 19, identification of a user (fig. 3, name, 118). 
As concerns claim 20, online identifier (fig. 3, name, 118). 

As concerns claim 21, contact information (online id can be used to contact user; also 
associated with an email address for notifications). 
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As concerns claims 38, 39, 92 and 93, an instant message (chat). 
As concerns claim 40, send an email (fig. 5, 262). 
As concerns claim 41, a voice communication (col. 14, line 29; fig. 8). 
As concerns claim 42, a mobile device (fig. 8). 

As concerns claim 43, a contact list (fig. 2, 118; fig. 2, friends button under area 104). 
As concerns claim 44, a buddy list (fig. 2, 1 18; fig. 2, friends button under area 104). 
As concerns claims 63, 83 and 94, presentation to the user of the number of users (fig. 3). 
As concerns claims 65 and 95, trait information (fig. 3). 
As concerns claims 69, 87 and 96, presentation graphically (fig. 3). 
As concerns claim 71, sorted by trait information (col. 11, lines 5-10-compatable based 
on trait info; col. 11, lines 25-35). 

As concerns claims 72 and 73, a location (fig. 3; 126). 

As concerns claims 74 and 75, repeating the method (col. 10, line 30-update info, 
therefore rcpcatablc; col. 1 1, line 16). 

As concerns claims 76 and 97, a changed online context (col. 10, line 30-updatc info; col. 
11, line 16). 

As concerns claim 88, a subgroup (grouped based on additional traits; col. 12, lines 10- 

15). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5 . The indicated allowability of claims is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to U.S. Patent No. 7,401,098 to Baker. A rejection based on the newly cited 
reference is cited above. 
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6. Claims 2, 3, 5, 78-80 and 86 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John B.Walsh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 245 1 



